
District IV Commissioner Romney Rogers  
 

FLL Airport Issues – 2017 got off to a shaky start with the horrific mass shooting on Jan. 
6. While FLL is under County jurisdiction, the airport is located within my commission 

district. As such, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many individuals and 
agencies that responded. Special thanks are extended to those who so generously 
contributed to the City’s fundraising drive to benefit families of those injured individuals who 

remained hospitalized for weeks. Many family members were visitors who were running out 
of resources. With nowhere to turn, they asked our community for assistance. In response to 
this request, there was a huge outpouring, and no further donations are needed at this time. 
I know First Baptist Church of Fort Lauderdale volunteers went to the hospital emergency 
waiting room to comfort family members of those who were injured and supplied water and 

snacks to those passengers who were transported to Port Everglades for safety reasons. 
 
Airport Noise – The City is aware that westbound aircraft departing from FLL’s north runway are flying over 
neighborhoods in the SW sections of Fort Lauderdale. I encourage neighbors with FLL-related noise concerns to 
report them to the Broward County Aviation Department’s (BCAD) Noise Comment Hotline at 866-822-7910 or by 
submitting the County’s Noise Comment Form online at 

http://www.broward.org/airport/noiseInformation/Pages/default.aspx. Upon receipt of a report, BCAD staff will 
initiate an investigation into the event and provide a response, if requested. 

To address FLL noise concerns, the BCAD, the Airport Noise Abatement Committee, and Broward County 

have procured a contract to conduct a Noise Study at FLL. The City strongly urges all neighbors with FLL noise 
concerns to stay informed about and participate in any public meetings pertaining to the County’s Noise Study. 
For more information on the study, upcoming meetings, or public announcements, please contact Winston B. 

Cannicle, BCAD Noise & Environmental Officer, at 954-359-6181 or wcannicle@broward.org. 
In addition, the County’s Airport Noise Abatement Committee meets on March 13, June 12, Sept. 11, and 

Dec. 11 this year. The meetings take place from 6 - 8 PM in Conference Room D at the BCAD offices at Airport 
Commerce Park, 4101 Ravenswood Road, Suite 404 in Fort Lauderdale. Interested parties are welcome to attend. 

The City continues to encourage Broward County and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to find 
ways to reduce loud aircraft noise over homes and will communicate your concerns to the County and the FAA. I 
encourage our neighbors to participate in reporting aircraft noise and to engage in the public process.   
 
Tarpon River Neighborhood Cleanup – You may have heard the City has already reached its maximum payment 
authority under Florida law, Sec. 768.28(5), Fla. Stat., in the process of reimbursing some Tarpon River neighbors 
for damages resulting from the Dec. 17, 2016, sanitary sewer main break on SW 7 Street. Nevertheless, we 

continue to evaluate and process additional claims. The City Commission has stated publicly that it wants to 
reimburse all legitimate claims. The City Attorney has since raised a few issues, which need to be addressed and 
resolved. At our meeting on Feb. 7, we are scheduled to consider exceeding our statutory authority for payment, as 

well as any additional procedures for processing claims. 
 

South Side School Meeting – On Saturday, Jan. 28, at 11 AM, the City will hold a Community Meeting, regarding 
future programs and activities at South Side School. The objective is to receive neighbor comments on the layout of 
the building and how the room is currently being programmed. Suggestions for activities and/or programs at the 
site are welcome. The meeting will be held at 701 S Andrews Ave., near the playground next to South Side School.  
 
Vacation Rentals – State Senator Greg Steube (R - Dist. 23) has introduced SB 188 to prohibit local governments 
from regulating short-term vacation rentals. The City opposes this bill, as does the Florida League of Cities (Mayor 
Seiler is on this board). Please communicate your position to your State House and Senate members. 
 
Beach Sweep – Jan. 14 marked Beach Sweep’s 17th consecutive, monthly, beach clean-up. This all-volunteer group 
works closely with the City’s Neighbor Volunteer Office to ensure equipment and resources are available. At dawn 
every second Saturday of the month, more than 100 beach lovers from around the County gather at The Hub, 300 S 
Fort Lauderdale Beach Blvd, before hitting the beach. In the first 12 months alone, more than 1,200 volunteers 

participated to collect more than 100,000 cigarette butts and more than 1,000 pounds of garbage, plastics, and 
recyclables. On Jan. 18, the City Commission recognized these volunteers for their exceptional leadership: Barry 
Levy, President of Beach Sweep; Steve Einhorn and Sean Murray, Directors of Beach Sweep; Kerri Smayda, lead 

organizer/marketing specialist; Joan Starr, CEO of Kids’ Ecology Corps; and SusieQ Wood, publisher and eco artist. 
 

For The Calendar –  
 
 Neighbor Support Night – Wednesday, Feb. 8 at City Hall from 5:30 – 8 PM. 

 
 Port Everglades Expansion – As part of an additional environmental review, the Army Corps of Engineers will hold 

public meetings on Thursday, Feb. 22 at the Broward County Convention Center, 1950 Eisenhower Blvd. Presentations 
will be made at 2:30 PM and 6:30 PM, followed by a public comment period. The extent of coral damage, which may 
result from the proposed dredging, is now in question and must be reviewed. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 My City Hall Office Hours are Mondays from 4 - 5:30 PM and Tuesdays from 9 AM - Noon (in non-Commission weeks). 
To schedule a meeting or sign up to receive this newsletter and other information about what’s going on in the City, 
contact MJ Matthews at 954-828-5028 or mmatthews@fortlauderdale.gov. 
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